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IT’S OUR WATER  
 
That is almost exactly what the lapel pin worn by attendees at the 1994 CTU Spring Rendezvous said.  More 
on that later.  At this year’s Rendezvous, continuing a long tradition of non-violent regime changes (otherwise 
known as “term limits”), I succeeded Sharon Lance as Council President.  I am deeply appreciative of the 
Board’s confidence in entrusting me to preside over the Council’s affairs and extend a special thanks to 
Sharon for her hard work and value-added to the Council over the past two years.  You know I will do my 
best. 
 
Like many of Colorado’s TU members, my first exposure to trout was as a kid peering into a tank stocked 
with numerous wiggling fish many years ago in, I believe, Estes Park.  I was fascinated, and a few years later 
my first real opportunity to fish in a high country stream came on Homestake Creek, a major tributary to the 
upper reaches of the Eagle River.  My brother and I pulled ten-inch pale rainbows one after another from a 
bend in the creek, which I realized years later was probably where the CDOW hatchery truck was able to 
unload.  Others we caught were different and thus began a life-long education about the value of wild trout.  
A second experience which helped form my views on conservation happened when I was stationed on a 
destroyer in San Diego and observed the vast amounts of raw sewage dumped into the harbor.  I thought at 
the time that just couldn’t be right. 
 
That’s a little bit of where I come from.  My view of where TU should go in Colorado is anchored in three 
areas:  sustainable leadership, the public’s interest in water, and being alert for opportunities.  The Colorado 
Council continues to be at the forefront of developing leaders and collectively we need to work with chapters 
at achieving a similar level.  As for the on-going water wars, I sense that maybe there’s been enough of a shift 
in the public’s appreciation of water to have an effect in later years.  I certainly hope so, because as we said in 
fewer words at the 1994 Rendezvous, water in Colorado belongs to the citizens, only the right to use it 
appropriately is conveyed.  All of us need to hold the high ground on that principle and reinforce it at every 
opportunity. 
 
Speaking of opportunities and using a baseball analogy, “fat pitches” like Two Forks or whirling disease 
don’t come around often.  That’s good in one sense.  However, it makes fulfilling the mission more of a game 
of hitting singles and doubles.  I think the Council has done that very well over the years.  Let’s be alert for 
opportunities.  That reminds me of an experience I had on a chapter trip a few years ago when Tom Thomas 
and I were floating the Green River with a guide.  Tom put a cast into some low-hanging bushes, causing the 
guide to have to pull the boat toward the shore and taking us through good, fishable water.  Without even 
thinking I said to Tom, “If you’re not in the trees once in awhile, you’re not really trying”. Later it occurred to 
me that we, chapters and the council, are going to be, nay, must be, “in the trees” once in awhile, or we’re not 
really trying. 
 
Over the years CTU has been one of the strongest councils in Trout Unlimited.  Those of the leadership who 
mentored and counseled me over the years include Leo Gomolchak, Larry Sharp, Carl Roberts, Bruce 
Hoagland, Jo Evans, John Trammell, and of course, Fred Rasmussen.  But perhaps the most important factor 
is that CTU’s success has never been because of any one individual but as a collective effort.  That will 
continue. 
 

 - Steve Craig, CTU President 
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NATIONAL FLY FISHING CHAMPIONSHIPS SET FOR COLORADO  
VIP Fundraising Event, Conservation Day among highlights 

 
Colorado Trout Unlimited has joined with Fly Fishing Team USA in hosting the 2006 National Fly Fishing 
Championships (NFFC).  The five-day event will feature a range of fishing and educational events, from the 
“VIP Fishing Day” at Boxwood Gulch to the competitions spread across five Front Range locations. 
 

Why is CTU participating in this event and how does it contribute to our mission “to conserve, protect, and 
restore Colorado’s coldwater fisheries and watersheds”?  First and foremost, it is an opportunity to raise 
visibility for Colorado’s coldwater resources and build interest and support for conservation.  Key partners 
like the Division of Wildlife and U.S. Forest Service are working with us to use this unique event as a vehicle 
for public education on issues like whirling disease and New Zealand mudsnails – and how anglers can avoid 
spreading them.  The championships also offer an opportunity to recruit and mobilize new volunteers within 
Trout Unlimited, volunteers who can help make us stronger and more effective in promoting coldwater 
conservation.  Finally, Team USA has generously worked with us on some special activities that will help 
raise dollars for direct investment in conservation work in Colorado. 
 

There are a number of ways for interested TU supporters to get involved.  First, on Wednesday, May 31, 
Team USA members will be offering their services as guides at a special “VIP Fishing Day” at Boxwood 
Gulch on the North Fork South Platte.  Located in Shawnee, Boxwood offers tremendous fishing for trophy 
trout (see www.boxwoodgulch.com).  A registration of $750 will get you a full day of fishing on these 
outstanding private waters, guided by members of Team USA, along with flies and a gourmet lunch.  For 
more information, call David Nickum at 303-440-2937 x12. 
 

On Thursday, June 1, CTU will be hosting the Conservation Symposium at the Millenium Harvest House 
Hotel in Boulder (1345 Twenty-Eighth Street).  Representatives from different government agencies, 
nonprofit conservation groups, and fishing businesses will all be on hand with a variety of opportunities for 
learning about fishing and coldwater conservation.  Booths, speakers, and demonstrations will all be part of 
the day, concluding with an evening barbecue with the NFFC competitors. 
 

The competitions begin on Friday June 2 and run through Sunday June 4, with five sessions at five different 
venues – Waterton Canyon, the South Platte at Deckers, Georgetown Lake, Lily Lake, and the Big Thompson 
below Estes Park.  The championships are an amateur, Olympic-style event – with competitors vying not for 
money but for the privilege of representing Team USA in the World Championships.  Volunteers can help 
with the competition days, and spectators are welcome to see some of the nation’s top anglers applying their 
skills to our local waters. 
 

The evening of June 4, the event will conclude with a banquet at the Millenium Harvest House Hotel in 
Boulder, starting at 5:00 p.m.  The banquet will feature presentations by the chairman of USA Fly Fishing, 
Walter Ungermann, local author and flyfishing historian Gordon Wickstrom, and Team USA coach Jack 
Dennis.  At the banquet, top individual and team honors will be awarded – gold, silver, and bronze medals – 
along with recognition for the new members selected to be part of Team USA.  Tickets, including dinner, are 
$40 and can be purchased through CTU by calling 303-440-2937 x12.   
 

For more information, visit www.cotrout.org and select the link for the National Fly Fishing Championships. 
  

Century Club Currents is published for and distributed to Colorado TU's Century Club members and 
the state’s Council and Chapter leadership.  It is published by Colorado Trout Unlimited, President 
Steve Craig (trouttrekkers@earthlink.net); Executive Director David Nickum (dnickum@tu.org).  
CTU office: 1320 Pearl Street, Suite 320, Boulder, CO  80302; phone (303) 440-2937; fax (303) 440-
7933.  Visit the CTU website at www.cotrout.org. 



 

-3- 

BYPASS FLOW APPEAL DISMISSED 
Appeals Court Action Preserves TU Court Victory 

 
On March 28, the United States Court of Appeals Tenth Circuit issued a ruling dismissing the appeal by 
Water Supply and Storage Company, the City of Greeley, and the State of Colorado of the District Court 
decision from last year on the Long Draw Reservoir bypass flow issue.  The decision upholds TU’s victory at 
the District Court. 
 
Long Draw Reservoir, located in the headwaters of the Cache la Poudre, dewaters La Poudre Pass Creek each 
winter when its gates are shut until spring.  TU challenged a Forest Service decision granting a permit for the 
reservoir without any “bypass flow” requirements – permit conditions that would ensure some water would 
keep flowing year-round in La Poudre Pass Creek below the dam.  Last year, the federal District Court agreed 
that the Forest Service had failed to minimize damage to fish and wildlife resources and the environment, as 
required by Federal law, and remanded the permits to the Forest Service for new action.  The District Court 
decision was promptly appealed. 
 
The Tenth Circuit dismissed that appeal on jurisdictional grounds – basically indicating that there was not a 
basis for appeal until the Forest Service acted under the remand.  The dismissal of the appeal allows TU, the 
Forest Service, and other interested parties to focus on the remand and seek a solution that better protects the 
environment in the upper Poudre watershed.  Alternatives that the Forest Service has proposed under the 
remand include minimum releases from Long Draw – either on their own, or coupled with channel 
improvements – an enhanced flow management plan for the Poudre, and an ambitious greenback cutthroat 
trout restoration program in the upper Poudre watershed. 
 
CTU has already begun discussions with Water Supply and Storage (which operates Long Draw Reservoir) 
and the City of Greeley on approaches to project mitigation that can improve environmental protection while 
still addressing their water supply needs.  We have been pleased to find some substantial common ground and 
are optimistic that a true “win-win” solution can be found.  Thanks to the appeals court decision, we now have 
the opportunity to develop that solution. 
 

 

KIDS CONSERVATION CAMP SET FOR JUNE  
 
Seventeen youngsters, ranging in age from 14 to 17, have been selected to participate in CTU’s first-ever 
youth conservation camp at Williams Peak Ranch on June 18-23.  Ranch owner Mike Miniat has generously 
made his facilities available for this special camp, where kids will learn about fishing and river conservation.  
CTU deeply appreciates his support for this event. 
 
Camp classes will include: principles of ecology, hydrogeology, aquatic vertebrate and invertebrate sampling, 
hydrology, trout behavior, trout stream entomology, the biology of pollution, acid deposition, and politics of 
conservation and human effects on the Rocky Mountains. In addition, the camp will include hands-on classes 
such as fly tying, fly casting, streamside ethics, angling literature, streamside botany, wader safety and 
survival, and the evolution of an angler.  TU member Larry Quilling has spearheaded efforts in putting 
together the camp and curriculum and has done a superb job. 

One of the unique features of the camp is what happens after it is over.  All the students attending the camp 
will be required to work with their local TU chapter to conduct an individual education or conservation 
project within a year of the camp’s completion.  This will give them a chance to apply some of what they 
learn at the camp to a real-world conservation effort, and allow these leaders of the future to begin making a 
difference today. 
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT  
Good News on Recreational Water; Disappointment on Air Quality   

  
As the legislative session winds toward its close, the following are among the highlights on bills of key 
interested to Colorado’s trout fisheries and anglers: 
 
*SB37 RECREATIONAL IN-CHANNEL DIVERSIONS 
(Isgar, Curry) 
Position: Support, after amendments     Status: Passed, awaiting signature 
  
SB37 as introduced was designed to constrain filings for “Recreational In Channel Diversion” (RICD) water 
rights, which are associated with kayak parks and similar in-river recreational structures and help protect 
flows for recreation (and with parallel benefits for fish).  The bill was an improvement on similar efforts last 
year, and notably it reduced the role of the Colorado Water Conservation Board on RICD filings so that RICD 
applicants didn’t need to go through two separate (and expensive) hearing processes.  However, there were 
several fatal flaws in the bill as introduced.  As the bill ran through the legislative process, we were able to 
negotiate amendments that addressed those flaws.     
  
The most recent amendment addressed the problematic “call threshold” – the idea that a holder of an RICD 
could not “call” for their water unless they could obtain at least 85% of their right.  Other water users are able 
to call whatever water is available and maximize the benefits; this provision would have meant that RICDs 
could only call when flows were high enough to meet almost their entire claim.  We were able to reach a 
compromise on the call threshold, under which the call threshold only applies if an RICD’s total claim is 
greater than 50% of the total flow of the river for the entire season.  Most RICDs should be able to file at less 
than 50%, so that the call threshold would not be invoked.  While we did not agree with the need for an RICD 
bill, steady lobbying throughout the session allowed us to get a final package that was much improved and did 
not overly constrain the ability of communities to protect recreational water uses. 
 
*SB179 WATER RESERVE ACCOUNT 
(Isgar, Penry) 
Position: Neutral, as amended     Status: House Appropriations 
 
SB179 takes the unobligated balance of the severance tax operational account up to $10 million per year for 
use with water projects approved by a basin roundtable. There are already several pots of money available for 
development of water, and to the extent that the money is needed for other purposes, changing the statutory 
language of the existing accounts makes more sense than creating another fund.  We were successful in 
changing this to a pilot project which sunsets in four years unless the program is reauthorized, allowing us to 
withdraw our opposition.  We are also seeking a floor amendment that would allow (explicitly) funds from 
this account to be used for environmental and recreational water needs assessments. 
 
*HB1309 AIR QUALITY 
(McGihon, Grossman) 
Position: Support        Status: Passed, vetoed by Governor 
 
Originally introduced as HB 1113 – and killed in a procedural move on the House floor, when one legislator 
got confused, and voted the wrong way – HB 1309 was reintroduced and passed both houses.  The bill 
permits State air quality regulations to be more stringent than federal requirements. As amended before final 
passage, HB1309 has been significantly reduced in scope - allowing Colorado to maintain the current level of 
protection for air quality in cases where the Federal government reduced its air quality standards.  
Unfortunately, this common-sense bill to protect Colorado’s air and autonomy was vehemently opposed by a 
number of industry groups and was ultimately vetoed by Governor Owens. 
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*HB1352 WATER QUALITY TERM 
(McFadyen) 
Position: Support       Status: Senate Ag 
 
HB1352 allows the water court to include water quality considerations in change of use decrees.  This would 
mean that water quality would be considered along with water quantity when a water user looks to move or 
otherwise change their water rights.  The bill has passed the House and awaits action in Senate Ag. 
 
HB1124 FALLOWING 
(Hodge, Owen) 
Position: Support       Status: Passed House and Senate 
 
HB1124 clarifies that fallowing agreements (temporarily drying up a portion of the agricultural land) are 
permitted between farmers and cities. This will allow for improved sharing of water between agriculture and 
municipal users – without the need to permanently dry up prime ag lands.  The bill has passed both House and 
Senate, but after some Senate amendments there are differences in language which must be resolved. 
 
SB114 HOG FARMS 
(Kester, Gardner) 
Position: Neutral       Status: House Floor   
 
SB114 allows hog farms to cover, “or operate with technologies or practices” their lagoons to minimize gas 
emissions. This bill was a rollback of the standards set forth in voter-approved Amendment 14. Fortunately, 
we successfully amended the bill to require that these alternative technologies be as effective as covers.  
 

**************** 
 

While not a piece of legislation for the General Assembly, there is also a proposed ballot measure of great 
concern for trout conservation – a “takings” proposal that would undercut land use protections throughout 
Colorado.  These include measures such as riparian buffer requirements and the “1041” regulations that have 
been used to protect waterways against threats such as the “Homestake II” project in the Eagle headwaters. 
 
***INITIATIVE 86 - TAKINGS  
 
Initiative 86 is a proposed constitutional change that will likely be on the ballot this fall. It is a citizen’s 
initiative, which means the proponents will be gathering signatures through the summer. Initiative 86 requires 
compensation for enacting or enforcing any land use regulation that reduces property values by 20%. Property 
is defined as any interest in real property, and the reduction in value may be for all or a portion of the 
property. In addition, the initiative is retroactive to 1970, or the date the owner’s family first came into 
possession of the property. If the governmental entity cannot compensate the property owner, it may exempt 
him from the regulation, or enter a binding contract specifying permissible uses of the property.  This is the 
most sweeping takings proposal we have seen in Colorado. Conservationists will need to gear up for a tough 
campaign – this is for all the marbles! 
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RENDEZVOUS WRAP-UP 
Bill Elmblad and Randy See honored, along with three distinguished legislators 

 
The 2006 CTU Spring Rendezvous took place at Redstone on April 7-8.  The annual elections brought a mix 
of new and familiar faces into CTU’s leadership positions; Steve Craig (a former Executive Director of CTU, 
and most recently CTU’s Vice President) was elected as President, while Ken Neubecker (a former West 
Slope Organizer for CTU) was elected Vice President.  Sinjin Eberle (from Denver) was re-elected Secretary, 
and Michael McGoldrick (from Golden) was elected as treasurer.  Former CTU President Tom Krol will serve 
as CTU’s representative to TU’s National Leadership Council. 
 
The weekend included extensive participation by National Trout Unlimited staff – allowing for some great 
dialogue and relationship-building among the grassroots and staff of Trout Unlimited at both a council and 
national level.  At a special session on Friday afternoon, NTU Vice President Chris Wood led a roundtable 
featuring staff from a variety of programs: 
 

·  TU’s Public Lands Initiative – working on issues including roadless area protection, mineland 
reclamation, and oil and gas development impacts on fisheries 

·  TU’s Colorado Water Project – working to protect and enhance streamflows in Colorado rivers 
through a staff including two water attorneys and a Ph.D aquatic scientist 

·  CTU’s West Slope Organizer – coordinating efforts in the Colorado headwaters to protect great rivers 
like the Colorado, Blue, Fraser, and Roaring Fork in the face of new transbasin diversions 

·  CTU’s Water Quality Consultant – representing CTU in standard-setting hearings for state water 
quality regulations and helping develop a volunteer data collection program for the Colorado basin 

 
Rendezvous also featured the annual awards banquet, where CTU recognized chapters for exemplary 
communications, youth programs, chapter improvement, and projects, as well as outstanding individual 
volunteers.  The Exemplary Chapter award was presented to the Evergreen Chapter in recognition of their 
projects and advocacy on behalf of Bear Creek, along with strong chapter communication and youth efforts.   
 
Distinguished Service Awards were presented to three legislators who are completing their service at the 
General Assembly this year due to term limits, and who have been true environmental champions for 
coldwater conservation issues.  These awards were presented to Senator Dan Grossman, Representative Mark 
Larson, and Representative Tom Plant.  All have been key allies in our efforts to protect streamflows and 
water quality and to secure adequate funding for fish and wildlife management at the Division of Wildlife. 
 
The Trout Conservation Award, presented for outstanding contributions to coldwater conservation by 
individuals outside of TU, was given to Bill Elmblad of the Colorado Division of Wildlife.  As a biologist out 
of Grand Junction, Bill has spearheaded a long string of successful Colorado River cutthroat trout restoration 
projects, many of them bringing in private landowners as partners in conservation.   
 
The Trout Communications Award was presented to Randy See, formerly with Western Colorado Congress.  
Randy led the recent coalition effort to preserve stormwater management requirements on oil and gas 
development – a vital protection for streams especially on the western slope where oil and gas development is 
booming.   
 
Culminating the evening was presentation by Jo Evans, on behalf of the Steve Lundy Silver Trout 
Foundation, of the Silver Trout Award to Sharon Lance.  Sharon received the award and a standing ovation in 
appreciation for her remarkable service to CTU as President from 2004-2006, helping lead the organization 
through a period of significant program and organizational growth even as she battled cancer. 
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SNAKE RIVER RESTORATION GETS A LIFT  

New TU Program to Help Address Abandoned Mine Impacts 
  

Elizabeth Russell recently joined Trout Unlimited’s staff as a watershed restoration coordinator based in 
Boulder.  Previously, she worked as the education and outreach coordinator for TU’s Colorado Water Project.  
Elizabeth has just earned an MA from the University of Colorado, Boulder, where she did her research on the 
liability issues associated with abandoned hardrock mine cleanups.  She is excited to bring her knowledge to 
work for TU’s abandoned mine cleanup efforts. 
 
Elizabeth will be focusing her work in Summit County, Colorado. The Snake River is a tributary to the Blue 
River, a gold-medal trout fishery that annually turns out trophy browns and rainbows within sight of some of 
the best ski country in the West. The Snake drainage, though, gets more than its share of toxic abandoned 
mine runoff from sites like the historic Pennsylvania Mine on Peru Creek—the metals in waste rock piles 
stain the immediate downstream creek bottom a rusty orange. The pollution severely impacts the Peru Creek 
fishery, and levels of heavy metals downstream in the Snake River are such that one should think long and 
hard before eating a trout pulled from seemingly clean water. 
 
Fortunately, advocates for abandoned mine cleanup appear to be ready to do something about the 
Pennsylvania Mine site and the water quality in the downstream reaches of the Snake River drainage. The 
Snake River Task Force, a group made up state, local and federal agencies, sporting and conservation groups, 
like Trout Unlimited, the Keystone Ski and Summer Resort and the Tiffany Co., is making some bureaucratic 
headway. Last fall, the Environmental Protection Agency approved an administrative consent order that 
allowed mine reclamation work to move forward in American Fork Canyon in Utah, and could be extended to 
help the Colorado collaborative get some on-the-ground work done at the Pennsylvania Mine site within the 
next couple of years.  Elizabeth will be assisting the task force with this work. To learn more about the 
program or get involved, contact Elizabeth at erussell@tu.org.   
 

 

MELY WHITING JOINS COLORADO WATER PROJECT TEAM  
 

TU is pleased to welcome Mely Whiting as the new staff counsel for the Colorado Water Project.  Mely is an 
attorney with 15 years of experience in natural resources, public lands and environmental law.  Before joining 
Trout Unlimited, she was a public lands attorney with Western Resource Advocates; worked for the 
Solicitor’s Office, Department of the Interior; was a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney; practiced law with the 
Colorado firm of Moses, Wittemyer, Harrison & Woodruff; and was an Assistant Attorney General with the 
Colorado Attorney General’s office.  Mely is a graduate of the University of Utah, where she earned degrees 
in philosophy and law.  She was born in Montevideo, Uruguay and has also lived in Caracas, Venezuela.  She 
is an avid outdoor enthusiast, having climbed a number of peaks, including Mount Rainier and an attempt at 
Aconcagua, the tallest peak in South America. 
 
Mely is an expert in water rights, water quality and public lands law.  Some of the projects she will be 
immediately working on are the Windy Gap and Moffat Tunnel Expansion projects, San Miguel River 
restoration, water quality issues including temperature standards, and effluent-dependant discharge rule.  She 
can be reached at mwhiting@tu.org.  Welcome aboard! 
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2006 CTU CALENDAR  
 
May 16-17 ………………………….. Colorado Water Conservation Board Meeting, Rocky Ford 
May 31 – June 4 …………………… National Fly Fishing Championships, Boulder 
June 8 ………………………………. CTU Executive Committee Meeting, Denver 
June 18-23 ………………………….. CTU Youth Conservation Camp, Williams Peak Ranch 
July 8 ………………………………. CTU Summer Board Meeting, Durango 
July 13-14 …………………………... Colorado Wildlife Commission Meeting, Fort Collins 
July 24-26 …………………………... Colorado Water Conservation Board Meeting, Durango 
August 3 ……………………………. CTU Executive Committee Meeting, Denver 
September 7…...……………………. CTU Executive Committee Meeting, Denver 
September 9 ……………………….. . Superfly competition, Gunnison Angling Society Chapter, Almont 
October 7…. ……………………….. CTU Fall Rendezvous, Gunnison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention chapter officers and CTU board members:  If you would like an event listed in 
this calendar, please contact the CTU office (see box on page 2). 
 
 
 
 

Colorado Trout Unlimited 
1320 Pearl Street #320 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 
 
 

 
 
 

  

FIRST-CLASS MAIL  


