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The 2008 legislative session  was highly successful Neubecker Elected President 1
for cold water conservation. Inpastyear s, Interesting Times 3Pr esi dent 6s Line 2
been successful at pro tecting fisheries by Leveling the Drilling  Field 3
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preventing legislation that is harmful t 0 streams, Long Draw Coming to a Close*: >

. . CTU Petitions CWCB for Stream Protections 6
but this year, we also pur sued a strong proactive - 8

agenda.

Trout Unlimited was a key force in the

introduction and passage of a series of bills
referred to asthe Healthy Rivers Initia tive. The
first was HB1280, which promised to remove
disincentives to long term donation of water for
instream flow purposes. Under Colorado law, the
value of a water right is determined by calculating
the average amount of water consumed during a
thirty - year period. Any years during  which the
right is not consumed  receive a zero. Since zeros
very quickly reduce the value of a right, owners
have been wary of leasing their water. HB1280
removes the years during which water is leased to
the Colorado Water Con servation Board (CWCB)

Neubecker Elected President

Ken Neubecker of Carbondale was elected
Colorado Tro
April
knows, Ken has been activ e with CTU for a long

president of
annual meeting in
time . A teacher, naturalist, and land surveyor with

an undergraduate d egree in geology and biology
and a masterds i n eduwtast i
CTU Vice president, CTU west - slope coordinator,
and President of both the Eagle Valley and
Ferdinand Hayden Chapters. He helped develop

for instream flow fromt  he calculation of historic
use, so that
good deed. The Healthy R ivers package also

included HB1346 and SB168, a pair of bills creating

$1.5 million in additional funding f

wat er user s 3

or acquisition of
instream flow water rights by the CWCB. The final
piece of the package was HB1369, a bill that

created incentives for donation of water rights for
instream flow through the use of a credit against

ere passed,
and signed into law, while HB1369, the tax credit

bill, was defeated late in the session.

State income tax. The first three bills w

See Healthy Rivers on page 7

the Eagle River Management Plan and was co-
founder of th e Eagle River Watershed Council. Ken
also represents CTU on the Colorado River
Headwaters Forum, the Statewide Watershed
Initiative (SWSI) a nd the Colorado River Basin
Roundtable. He is marriedto another CTU and
Roaring Fork Valley activist, P aula Fothergill. Ken
succeeds Steve Craig, who was honored for his
service to CTU with the Bruce Hoagland Award.
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Interesting Times
By Ken Neubec ker

We live in interesting times. This is no longer
the world we kne w when we were young, and |
dondt mean for just wus
Even the world my daughter grew up in just a
few short years ago is a memory. Climate
change, gas at $4 a gallon and the changing
landscape of Colorado and the west mean that
even the world we know today will be very
different in the next few years.

CTU and TU have changed as well, making
remarkable strides both as organizations and in
achievements benefiting the rivers and streams
of the west. Our organizations have grown and
matu red, and the streams and rivers have been
the beneficiaries. We need to make sure that
organizational effectiveness continues,
answering and helping direct the challenges of
this changing world as it unfolds.

Yet through all of this there are some

consta nts, some lodestones that keep us on
course. Most of us became involved with TU
because of our love for the streams and the fish
we enjoy so much. We felt a relationship with
the moving water and the animals that call it
home. In many ways we become inh  abitants of
the stream as well. Often it is as much or more

a matter of the spirit as it is a recreational

pursuit or a sport. This is no small matter, nor

is it a trivial reason from which to base our
actions. An unarticulated bond develops
between us and the stream. This often happens
at an early age. Sometimes the bond goes
dormant in the furnace of adolescence, but it
often comes back as we grow older. It becomes
something to share with our children and

grand - childre n. If there is one place where
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Ken Neubecker & CTU President

cross generational communication and
understanding occurs it is on a stream bank.

The experiences we have and share on the river
mold us and let us know who we are. One of my
favorite philosophers, Henry Bugbee, put it well.

OExperience i s$ng,owinvoleemehtenr g o

the world, our lending or withholding of ourselves,
keyed to our responsiveness, our sensibility, our

alertness or our deadness.

TU and CTU were born from the combination of
that unarticulated bond and the things that rise up
and threaten to harm it. Two Forks was one, a
dam and reservoir that would have drowned
significant reaches of the South Platte and drained
more water from the already severely depleted
Blue River in Summit County. CTU, made up of
individuals who lent themse  Ives rather than

¢

withhol d, who became invol\

to their responsiveness, their sensibility and
alertness because of their experiences and bond
with the river were instrumental in the defeat of
this ill conceived project.

This involvement h as been the driving force in
CTU. Miles of healthy streams are the result.

See Neubecker 6 next page
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CTU joins Wildlife Partners
to Level the Drilling Field

By David Nickum

Colorado Trout Unlimited has joined with other
wildlife interes t groups 0 the Colorado Wildlife
Federation, Colorado Bowhunters Association,
Colorado Mule Deer Association, Colorado
Audubon, and National W ildlife Federation 0 to
become parties to an important rulemaking
proceeding with the Colorado Oil and Gas
Conserv ation Commission (COGCC). The
COGCC is in the midst of a rulemaking process
to adopt rules for the protection of wildlife as
well as public health, as required under two

bills from the 2007 legislative session, HB

1298 and HB 1341.
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As this photo of Parachu te Creek shows, o |l
and gas development can have major impacts

on fisheries and wildlife. Construction and
maintenance of disturbed areas like roads and
drilling pads can lead to erosion and
sedimentation in streams.  Fisheries can also be
harmed by accide ntal releases of drilling
chemicals and other industrial byproducts.

Wildlife migration corridors can be disrupted

by the presence of drill rigs and steady traffi C

See Leveling the Field next page

[Neubecker - continued fromp age 2]

From the Chapter oO0rock rol
lobbying legislators CTU a nd our partners have
done a lot

Unfortunately there are very real thre  ats to the
rivers and streams of Colorado and the west. Now,
rather than a single Two Forks, we face several.
Increased diversions from expansion projects
threaten the upper Colorado in Grand County, the
Eagle and the Roaring Fork. Growth and the
demand s for more water on both sides of the
divide will test the ability of our streams, our laws
and our society to adapt. Energy development,
from gas field drilling today to the looming
prospect of oil shale pose even greater challenges
and demands on our li  mited water resources.

We need to work together, both as an organization
and with others who may not share our love for

the streams. We need to find that common ground
that will provide the water we need for our future
and keep the streams and fisheries  intact, whole
and healthy.

These truly are interesting times and we all need

to do what we can. Get involved with your chapter

and community. Contribute what you can

personally and financially. The bonds yet to be

created between our children and the s treams
through their own experiences depend on how we

are oOkeyed to our responsi

world will be different from ours. Let 6 s mak €
itds a good one.




