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Looking Forward But Also Back 
 

It’s always useful, no matter the type of organization, to look ahead and plan strategically.  The CTU Board is 
in the process of doing that through a review of the current CTU Strategic Plan.  Actually we’ve been doing 
that for many years and it’s one of the reasons why the Colorado Council of Trout Unlimited (CTU) is a 
sustainable conservation advocacy organization. But to first look ahead we must look back and do a self- 
evaluation of where we have been and how we got there.  We ask the Colorado chapters to do the same by 
using a tool called the Chapter Effectiveness Index. 
 
The CTU Board will do this self-assessment at the January 13 meeting in Colorado Springs, hosted by the 
Cheyenne Mountain Chapter.  Right now I’d like to take this opportunity to report to the Century Club 
members that the Colorado Council is functioning as you have asked it to do through your support – working 
hard to sustain and improve the state’s trout fisheries.  So here are a few of the 2006 highlights to date: 
 

�  Aggressively pursued support for, or opposition to, legislation which could potentially affect 
Colorado’s trout fisheries. 

�  Sponsored the first U.S. National Fly Fishing Championships. 
�  Initiated the first CTU Conservation Camp designed to educate and involve youth. 
�  Continued and upgraded chapter participation in the River Watch water quality program, and secured 

improved zinc water quality standards for southwestern Colorado rivers. 
�  Secured a major quarter-million dollar grant for the Buffalo Peaks Ranch Project in South Park. 
�  For the third year, conducted a well-publicized statewide river cleanup. 

 
Throughout the year we held quarterly Board meetings in locations around the state, elected a slate of officers 
and directors as required by the bylaws, and participated in numerous public meetings and hearings.  Tom 
Krol and I attended the National TU Annual Meeting in Minneapolis in September where Tom was named to 
the Access Working Group and I worked with other state’s council chairs on matters concerning 
organizational effectiveness.  Your council also visited chapters, raised some money to improve overall 
funding, and even had some time to socialize and fish a little. 
 
The Colorado Council is indeed quite fortunate to have sustaining support by the Century Club over twenty or 
more years.  It makes CTU virtually unique within TU and has made the difference in keeping focused on the 
mission.  At the same time we have ‘bullpen’ depth in leadership at all levels, such that while day-to-day 
operations are carried out by elected officers and staff, there is always the knowledge that should extra effort 
be required, many, many past leaders and supporters will step forward. 
 
Many thanks for your support. 
  
 
Steve Craig 
CTU President 
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COURT VICTORY PROTECTS THE BLACK CANYON  

Colorado Water Project Helps Preserve Gunnison Flows 
 

In September, Trout Unlimited's Colorado Water Project won a monumental legal victory over a 
short-sighted U.S. Department of the Interior plan, which would have decimated the Black Canyon 
of the Gunnison National Park and its world-famous trout fishery. 
 
In 2003, the Department of the Interior and the State of Colorado reached an agreement regarding 
seasonal stream flows in the Black Canyon. This agreement required the U.S. Department of the 
Interior to waive the federal government's right to seasonal water flows, leaving the park with only a 
base flow of 300cfs. The agreement flew in the face of Interior's own science, which clearly 
demonstrated that the seasonal peak flows are critical to the park's trout fishery and other natural 
resources. 
 
TU and several of its conservation partners challenged the agreement in federal court, arguing, 
among other things, that it constituted a violation of Interior's obligation to preserve the natural 
resources of the Black Canyon National Park. The court sided with Trout Unlimited and our allies, 
ruling that the agreement would impair the environment of the Black Canyon and that Interior's 
decision was an "abuse of discretion" and "nonsensical." The New York Times noted that the 
agreement would have left nothing of the Black Canyon but "dramatic cliffs with a dying river 
between." 
 
After ruling that the Department of the Interior had acted illegally and invalidating the 2003 
agreement with the state, the federal court remanded the decision to the Park Service with the 
instruction that it take action to come into compliance with the law. As a practical matter, this means 
that the Park Service is required to secure the Black Canyon water right in a form that will preserve 
the natural resources – including the trout fishery – of the national park. The Park Service must now 
decide whether to return to state water court or to negotiate with affected interests, including the 
water users, the State of Colorado and the conservation groups to seek a resolution that preserves the 
national park while accommodating the concerns of all stakeholders. 
 
The court's ruling sets TU on the path toward permanent protection of stream flows in the Black 
Canyon and may prove to be a valuable precedent as Trout Unlimited's Western Water Project works 
to protect flows in rivers and streams across the region - and the trout and salmon that depend on 
them. 
 

- Drew Peternell, Director 
TU Colorado Water Project 
 
 

  

Century Club Currents is published for and distributed to Colorado TU's Century Club members and 
the state’s Council and Chapter leadership.  It is published by Colorado Trout Unlimited, President 
Steve Craig (trouttrekkers@earthlink.net); Executive Director David Nickum (dnickum@tu.org).  
CTU office: 1320 Pearl Street, Suite 320, Boulder, CO  80302; phone (303) 440-2937; fax (303) 440-
7933.  Visit the CTU website at www.cotrout.org. 
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GREAT COLORADO RIVERS CLEANUP!  
TU Volunteers Helped With 16 River Cleanups Statewide 

 
The Great Colorado Rivers Cleanup is a joint project of CTU and its chapters throughout Colorado, where 
volunteers help pick up trash along local rivers.  For 2006, sixteen different cleanups were completed 
involving 18 different chapters and hundreds of volunteers from youngsters to seniors.  A big thanks goes to 
the volunteers who helped remove tons of trash from the following rivers, and to the chapters that sponsored 
each event.  Their efforts not only help to maintain a cleaner river environment, but to engage local 
communities in conserving their “home waters”.  Thank you! 

September 9 - Roaring Fork River (Ferdinand Hayden Chapter) 
 
September 16 - Animas River (Five Rivers Chapter), Upper Arkansas River (Collegiate Peaks Chapter), 
Arkansas River - Pueblo (Southern Colorado Greenbacks Chapter), Big Thompson (Alpine Anglers Chapter), 
Boulder Creek (Boulder Flycasters Chapter), Clear Creek above Golden (Cherry Creek, Cutthroat, and West 
Denver Chapters), Colorado River - below Shadow Mountain Dam (Colorado Headwaters Chapter), South 
Platte - Elevenmile Canyon (Cheyenne Mountain Chapter), St. Vrain River (St. Vrain Anglers Chapter), 
Uncompaghre River (Gunnison Gorge Chapter)   
 
September 30 - Bear Creek (Evergreen Chapter), South Platte - in Denver (Denver Chapter, through 
partnership with The Greenway Foundation) 
 
October 14 - Blue River (Gore Range Chapter, with Summit County Make A Difference Day), West Creek 
(Grand Valley Anglers Chapter)  
 
October 21 - Cache la Poudre (Rocky Mountain Flycasters Chapter) 
 
The Great Colorado Rivers Cleanup will be back next year, on September 15, 2007.  Mark your calendar and 
plan to take part in a cleanup in your area – you’ll have a great time, and you will help make a difference for 
your local river! 
 

 

Volunteers recovered trash – including a bike – at the Upper Arkansas River cleanup. 
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CTU RIVERWATCH PROGRAM GROWS  
TU Volunteers Expand Water Quality Monitoring To West Slope 

  

For more than a year, four CTU chapters have been actively engaged in volunteer monitoring for water 
quality on streams in their area – Cheyenne Mountain (Colorado Springs), Collegiate Peaks (Buena 
Vista/Salida), Cutthroat (South Denver Metro), and West Denver.  By collecting data on trout streams from 
Bear Creek to Cottonwood Creek, they are helping to get the baseline information that is needed for these 
streams to be properly protected or – where problems are discovered – for pollution clean-up needs to be 
determined.  For example, CTU is working with the Cheyenne Mountain chapter to use data they’ve collected 
on two greenback cutthroat trout recovery streams to seek more protective water quality standards from the 
Colorado Water Quality Control Commission.   
 

Now, west-slope CTU chapters are preparing to join the effort as well – including the Colorado River 
Headwaters Chapter in Grand County, the Ferdinand Hayden Chapter in the Eagle and Roaring Fork valleys, 
and the Grand Valley Anglers in Grand Junction.  Volunteers have already completed training with the 
Colorado Division of Wildlife’s “RiverWatch” program and will be hitting the ground to collect data on 
streams from the Fraser River to the cutthroat streams atop the Roan Plateau.  The data they collect will help 
in getting appropriate protection and restoration of water quality on more than a dozen streams in all. 
 

If you are interested in getting involved with volunteer water quality monitoring, visit the CTU website 
(www.cotrout.org), go to the Projects page, and sign up to join the RiverWatch team! 
 

SUPERFLY:  BEST EVER! 
 

Superfly is a fly fishing contest and fundraiser for the Gunnison Angling Society Chapter of TU, scheduled on 
the first weekend after Labor Day at the Almont Resort.  Two person teams compete to see who can catch the 
most inches of trout in one day with only 2 flies of their choice.  For 2006, Superfly enjoyed a record level of 
participation with 18 teams taking part.  The top team honors went to Gary Christlieb and Tom McDermott 
(pictured below).  Top rod honors went to Mike Beatty.  The top chapter-sponsored team was from Gunnison  
Gorge Anglers – Gale Dowdy and Marshall Pendergrass.  Paul Prentiss caught the top fish, a 20 ½ inch 
rainbow.  Valerie Hoagland – who spent 15 minutes of her competition fishing time showing an out-of-stater 
how to hook up their rig to fish for kokanee – won the Scott Ratcliff Sportsmanship award.  The infamous 
“Swimmer” award – given to the first angler to take an accidental swim – went to Nicole Fortin.  
 

The weekend offered a great time for all participants, and the proceeds raised will benefit Trout Unlimited 
conservation work through the Gunnison Angling Society.  Thanks to all who made this year’s event a great 
success! 
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CHAPTER SPOTLIGHT:  COLLEGIATE PEAKS  
Cottonwood Creek Project Earns Raves & Makes for Better Trout Habitat  

 

The Collegiate Peaks Chapter of Trout Unlimited helped spearhead a community effort to restore habitat on 
Cottonwood Creek by Buena Vista, a tributary to the Arkansas River.  This reach of stream on a State 
Wildlife Area was previously shallow and wide, and lacked the kind of diverse features needed to offer a 
healthy habitat for trout.  Working in partnership with local businesses, with a work crew from the Buena 
Vista Correctional facility, and with the Division of Wildlife, the chapter completed an exemplary project that 
will offer a significantly improved fishery for anglers visiting the Buena Vista area.  The project was made 
possible by a DOW Fishing is Fun grant, prepared by chapter volunteer leaders Bob Gray and Reed Dils. 

 
In the words of Division of Wildlife's Regional Biologist, Doug Krieger:   
 

Thanks to all of you for your efforts at organizing, planning and executing the Cottonwood Fishing Is 
Fun project.  I was able to walk through the entire reach with Greg and Rod on 8/24 and then again 
last week, and the improvements were impressive.  This project was a unique in its conception and 
the type of stream channel to be worked on.  But the results were nothing short of perfect. 
 
There were good reasons why this project was rated #1 in the state by our review panel when it was 
approved in 2005.  They were impressed with the concept and goals of the project, but mostly the 
tremendous local support.  It was clear that some well-orchestrated cooperation was in place.   The 
Town, DOC, DOW, TU, High School, Graham Construction and the water users along that section 
were all involved and 100% behind the project.   And they all came through from start to finish. 
 
Rod managed to achieve his usual outstanding results using the inmate heavy equipment crew, and 
through the fine and unwavering work of Bob Gray and the rest of the Collegiate Peaks Chapter of 
TU the project was well managed and coordinated through a myriad of logistics, contractors, 
suppliers and water entities.  And the best of all….the entire project will be completed on-time and 
on-budget.  That doesn’t happen by accident.  The project was done right – from start to finish.  This 
is one you can be proud of for the next 20 years!  The cold water resource has been enhanced and this 
one stands out as an example of what can be accomplished when everyone is committed to the 
vision.  Great work everyone!  Thanks to all of you! 

 
Kudos to the Collegiate Peaks Chapter for another exemplary project!
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CTU CHALLENGES ROAN PLATEAU OIL & GAS PLAN  
Protest Asks BLM to Protect Unique Native Trout Resources 

 
A few weeks ago Bureau of Land Management (BLM) released the final plan for the Roan Plateau Resource 
Management Plan Amendment (RMPA).  Previously, Colorado Trout Unlimited filed comments on the Draft 
RMPA and Environmental Impact Statement.  CTU’s primary concerns center around the five conservation 
populations of Colorado River Cutthroat trout that live in the small streams draining the top of the Plateau.  
Two of these are Core Populations, 99% genetically pure or better.  These isolated fish are very rare, some of 
the few remaining populations of native trout in Western Colorado. 
 
This new Plan is not one of the Alternatives originally presented to the public for review and comment.  It is 
something different, presented as a final document with no further review or comment allowed, only protest.  
Unfortunately, the Plan offers woefully inadequate measures and stipulations for protection of the rare 
populations of Colorado River cutthroat trout.  Accordingly, CTU has filed a protest with BLM seeking to 
have the Plan reconsidered. 
 
This new plan for development on the Roan has been presented as “fair and balanced”, a phrase that often can 
mean anything but.  That seems to be the case now with the Roan Plateau. 
 
Now, rather than wait (as under the BLM’s earlier proposal) until 80% of the gas reserves below the plateau 
had been developed, perhaps 16 to 20 years from now, development can begin immediately.  It will occur in 
phases with a “clustered well” strategy.  Drilling will be restricted to one of several development areas, not 
allowed to move into the next area until substantially completed in the current zone.  That way the impacts 
and damage will be “limited”. 
 
While this new Plan does incorporate many of the features found in the originally proposed Alternatives it 
represents a serious departure.  It is truly a new Plan and should be re-opened for review and comment by the 
public.  The only recourse now, which CTU has followed, is to file a protest with BLM.  This Protest must be 
limited to the concerns and comments raised with the original Alternatives.  Any Protest can not comment on 
elements new to this Plan.  That limit alone is patently un-fair and out of balance. 
 
What about protections for the streams, rare fish, wildlife and other unique features found only on the Roan, 
such as the hanging gardens and the highest waterfall in Colorado?  The BLM asserts that stringent planning, 
regulations, stipulations and monitoring will protect and preserve these irreplaceable public resources. 
 
That sounds good, until you take a closer look. 
 
Stipulations such as No Surface Occupancy (NSO) and No Ground Disturbance (NGD) are cited as providing 
protections for streams, rare trout, and other resources.  Unfortunately NSO doesn’t really mean “No Surface 
Occupancy” at all.  It means no “long term use or occupancy of the land surface…”.  Development and 
surface occupancy can occur for as long as two years.  That’s plenty of time to do a lot of damage.  The same 
goes for NGD.  The ground can be disturbed on a “temporary basis”, up to two years, sometimes longer.   
 
There are many other examples of official double-speak like this throughout the Plan, intended to reassure 
those who aren’t paying attention. 
 
What if the industry thinks that these restrictions and protections are too onerous?  There are a number of 
“outs” through waivers and exemptions that can make all of this meaningless. 
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This well pad on neighboring Battlement Mesa could be a preview of what is coming atop the Roan Plateau. 

 
What about monitoring and enforcement?  The BLM and the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission have lackluster records. They have neither the resources nor the inclination to engage in serious 
monitoring and enforcement. 
  
This plan is not at all reassuring that any of the unique features of the Roan Plateau will truly be protected. 
 
After hundreds of pages of analysis, the final section, “Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of 
Resources” sums it up regarding expected impacts.  “Some areas of high quality wildlife habitat would be lost 
or permanently altered…” and “any unavoidable losses would be essentially permanent, even with the best 
available habitat restoration technology…”.  “Some of these impacts could never be reversed, especially those 
that eliminate genetically unique resources represented by populations of rare or disjunct species such as 
genetically pure Colorado River cutthroat trout.” 
 
In other words, this “fair and balanced” plan would, by BLM’s own analysis, result in localized extinction of 
native trout.  That is why CTU’s board voted unanimously to file a protest and urge the BLM to adopt a plan 
that actually protects the Roan’s unique fishery resources. 
 
CTU has previously agreed with other local stakeholders that a “fair and balanced” plan would be one that 
protects the Roan Plateau by leaving it alone.  The oil and gas industry already has full access throughout 
most BLM lands and private land in northwest Colorado.  Leases are even being granted in designated 
roadless areas.  The great majority of reserves in the planning area would still be available for oil and gas 
development even if the top of the Roan Plateau remained protected.  Leaving one small area of unique 
importance undisturbed in the midst of an immense sea of development would not be asking too much.  It 
would be fair, and might even begin to restore some balance. 
 
        - Ken Neubecker, CTU Vice President 

 
Learn more about these issues at CTU’s Roan Plateau Page on www.cotrout.org. 
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2006 - 2007 CTU CALENDAR  
 
November 2 ………………………… CTU Executive Committee Meeting, Boulder 
November 8-9 ……………………….. Colorado Wildlife Commission Meeting, Colorado Springs 
November 9 …………………………. Cherry Creek Anglers Fly Tying Clinic, Terrace Gardens, Englewood 
  (for information, visit www.cotrout.org – calendar) 
November 13 ………………………… Colorado Water Quality Control Commission – Issues Formulation 
  Hearing for Arkansas/Rio Grande, Alamosa 
November 13-15 …………………….. Colorado Water Conservation Board Meeting, Denver 
November 14  ………………………. Cutthroat Chapter Annual Auction, Terrace Gardens, Englewood 
  (for information, visit www.cotrout.org – calendar) 
December 6 ………………………….. CTU Executive Committee Meeting, Denver 
January 5-7 ………………………….. Fly Fishing Show, Denver Merchandise Mart 
January 8 ……………………………. Colorado Water Quality Control Commission – Rulemaking Hearing 
  For Temperature Standards, Denver 
January 11-12 ………………………. Colorado Wildlife Commission Meeting, Denver 
January 13 …………………………. CTU Winter Board Meeting, Colorado Springs 
January 23-24 ……………………….. Colorado Water Conservation Board Meeting, Denver 
January 25-28 ……………………….. International Sportsmen’s Expo, Denver Convention Center 
 
 

Attention chapter officers and CTU board members:  If you would like an event listed in 
this calendar, please contact the CTU office (see box on page 2). 
 
 
 
 

Colorado Trout Unlimited 
1320 Pearl Street #320 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 
 
 

 
 
 

  

FIRST-CLASS MAIL  


